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of   artists,    and   architectural   monuments   were   raised   on   a
magnificent scale.
- ''Upon this scene of petty Rajput feuds and glorious Rajput
art the avalanche of the Muslim conquest burst. (The Muslim-
advance from across Baluchistan into Sind, in the eighth
century, was held up by the inhospitability of the country and
the difficulties of maintaining communications with far off
Baghdad, especially when rebel chiefs blocked the ways which,
led from the centre of the Caliphate to its outlying territories^
Nearly three centuries passed till attacks were resumed'
but now they proceeded from a different quarter. (Sabuktagfn
and Mahmud undertook their annual forays from the north-west.
Their effect was not great, some temples were plundered and
a few cities were sacked, the Hindu-Shahiya dynasty and with-
it the Hindu dominion disappeared from the Panjab, otherwise
things remained as heretofore. Permanent conquest in India was
not the aim of the Ghaznavides, who looked for empire towards
the west. Another century passed, during which the disturbances
created in Central and Western Asia by the rise of the Turks
turned the attention of the Ghori rulers of Afghanistan definitely
in the direction of the east.
Here the victim was ready for the sacrifice. India on the
eve of Muslim conquest resembled Greece before the rise of:
Macedonia into power. There was the same incapacity in botk
regions to create a political union, and there was the same-
keenness and brilliance in the pursuit of science, literature and,
art. The analogy went further, for if the Macedonian was the:
semi-hellenised Greek, the Turk who swept over India was the
non-Hinduised Rajput.
The thirteenth century had hardly begun when the conquest,
of Northern India was completed. Within a quarter of a century
the Muslim armies had overrun the country from the Panjab-
to Assam and from Kashmir to the Vindhyas. The Rajput princes^
offered scarcely any resistance, they were all taken by utter
surprise. Each one fought singly, bravely, but no one showed
any particular foresight, and collectively they showed complete